AMERICAN BURYING BEETLE SURVEYS
Background
The American burying beetle (ABB) is the largest of the North American carrion beetles at about one and
a half inches long. The ABB can be identified by its striking, distinctive coloring. The body is shiny black
with four, orange-red markings on its wing covers. Most distinctively, there is an orange-red marking on
the beetle's pronotum (a prominent plate-like structure that covers the dorsal surface of the thorax) just
behind the head. The ABB has orange facial markings and orange tips on the antennae.
The American burying beetle is a habitat generalist emerging in late May and active through midSeptember. Historically, the beetle was found in 35 states as well as three Canadian provinces. It is now
known/thought to occur in Arkansas, Kansas, Massachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Rhode Island, South Dakota and Texas, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The
American burying beetle was listed as Endangered under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 in 1989.
The reasons for the species decline are thought to be most closely tied to the reduction of a suitable size
of carrion across its range. Additionally, fragmentation of the landscape provides an increase in habitat
for meso-carnivores such as striped skunks, raccoons, opossums, coyotes, and others.

What Cox|McLain Environmental Consulting, Inc. (CMEC) can do:
CMEC can provide expert advice to determine and minimize affects to the ABB. We also facilitate coordination with USFWS for projects
that may affect the species. ABB surveys are preformed to determine presence/absences of the species between approximately May
20th to approximately September 15th to ensure compliance with the Endangered Species Act and to assist in project planning. Projects
that may need to consider the effects to the American burying beetle may include but are not limited to:
•

Oil and Gas Exploration

•

Pipelines



Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)

•

Transmission Lines



Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

•

Department of Transportation Projects

•

Real Estate Development



U.S. Forest Service (USFS)

•

Wind Development



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

•

Projects located on federal lands such as:

In the case of oil and gas production and exploration, CMEC can assist in enrollment and compliance of the Oil and Gas Industry Conservation Plan as well as provide ABB surveys.

Comprehensive Environmental Services:
CMEC is a HUB/DBE/WBE- certified environmental consulting firm
founded in 2007. CMEC is based in Austin, Texas with offices in Tulsa, Oklahoma as well as Houston and Irving, Texas. CMEC staff includes biologists, wetland ecologists, planners, GIS specialists, archeologists, archival researchers, and architectural historians. We
provide environmental, archeological, historical, GIS services and
planning services to an array of clients.
For more information about CMEC services please visit our website:
www.coxmclain.com
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